
How to Contact Us 

Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish Church 

12365 Sturgis Road, Piedmont, SD 57769 

Telephone: (605) 787-5168 

Fax: (605) 787-4106 

Website: www.olbh.org 

Email: olbh@olbh.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 


August IS & 16 2009 - 2£> tw Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sparks from Mark 

In the past, a tradition of the parish community has been to have 
a parish picnic at the end of August, however, this year we will 
be having a Parish Feast Day. 


Our Staff 

Pastor: Fr. Mark McCormick 
(mark.mccormick@olbh.org) 

Deacons: Walt Wilson and John Osnes 

Coordinator of Gatherings of Grace: 

Teresa Thompson 
(teresa.thompson@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry: Teresa Thompson 
(teresa.thompson@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Liturgy: Lorraine 
Rieth-Ptacek (lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org) 
Office Manager: Betsy Van Asma 
(betsy.vanasma@olbh.org) 

Bookkeeper: Lorinda Collings 
(lorinda.collings@olbh.org) 

Coordinator of Maintenance: 

Jim Wranek (jim.wranek@olbh.org) 

Liturgy and Prayer 

Sunday Liturgy: Saturday, 5:00 pm; 
Sunday, 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
Daily Liturgy: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 8:00 am 
Morning Prayer: Following Daily Liturgy 
Eucharistic Adoration 
and Reconciliation: 

Wednesday, 6:00 to 7:00 pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturday, 3:30 to 4:30 pm 

Taize Prayer: First Sunday, 7:30 pm 

Gatherings of Grace 

Our parish has an intergenerational model 
of faith formation called Gatherings of 
Grace. All generations meet together the 
second Wednesday of each month, 
September through May. 

Bulletin Announcements 

Please email to bulletin@olbh.org by 
Tuesday noon for the following Sunday 
bulletin. 


If you remember last fall at our first Gatherings of Grace we, the 
parish community, chose a day from the many Marian feast days 
throughout the year, in which we could have a parish feast day 
celebration. The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary was chosen. 

So mark your calendars for Tuesday, September 8 th , as we 
honor the Birth of Mary and celebrate our parish feast day for 
the first time. Bring the family, bring a potluck dish, bring a 
lawn chair and let’s Celebrate! 

5:30 p.m. - Celebration of the Eucharist 

6:30 p.m. - Blessing of Meal with a Litany to Mary 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Bouncing things for kids and time to simply be 
with each other a parish community 

8:00 p.m. - Living Rosary outside in the new prayer garden 

8:30 p.m. Wrap up and head home 

In next week sparks I will have some more information on the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as we prepare together to 
celebrate our parish feast day for the first time. Can you feel the 
excitement and the joy this day means for us a parish 
community? 


Growing and Celebrating through the Teachings of Jesus Christ 




This Week at Our Lady of the Black Hills 


Monday, August 17 

Judges 2:11-19; Psalms 106:34-35, 36-37, 
39-40, 43ab and 44; Matthew 19:16-22 
(green) 

No Daily Liturgy 

3:00-7:00 pm: Blood Drive 
7:00 pm: Pastoral Council 

Tuesday, August 18 

Judges 6:11-24a; Psalms 85:9, 11-12, 13- 
14; Matthew 19:23-30 (green) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

10:30 am: Staff Holy Hour 
4:30 pm Lumko Group 
7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, August 19 

St. John Eudes, priest 

Judges 9:6-15; Psalms 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; 

Matthew 20:1 -16 (green/ white) 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 

6:00 pm: Adoration (no Reconciliation) 

7:00 pm: Financial Peace University 

Thursday, August 20 

St. Bernard, abbot and doctor of the 
Church 

Judges 1 l:29-39a; Psalms 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 
10; Matthew 22:1 -14 (white) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy 

10:00 am: Staff Meeting 

Friday, August 21 

St. Pius X, pope 

Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Psalms 146:5- 
6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10; Matthew 22:34- 
40 (white) 

No Daily Liturgy 

8:30 am: Women’s Lumko Group 

Saturday Morning, August 22 

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Psalms 128:lb- 
2, 3, 4, 5; Matthew 23:1-12 (white) 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 


From the Pro-Life Commission 

“Just 22 days after conception a human 
embryo’s heart begins beating. The little 
heart will beat nearly 54 million times 
before he or she is bom.” 

The Endowment for Human Development 
(www.ehd.org) . USCCB Word of Life Bulletin Briefs, 
June 2009, www.usccb.org 


Saturday Evening, August 22 

21 st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Psalms 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21; 

Ephesians 5:21 -32 or 5:2a, 25-32; John 6:60-69 (green) 

5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Wayne Koop) 


Sunday, August 23 

21 st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Joshua 24:l-2a, 15-17, 18b; Psalms 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21; 

Ephesians 5:21 -32 or 5:2a, 25-32; John 6:60-69 (green) 

9:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Tom Ryan) 

10:00 am: Coffee Hour 

6:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Our OLBH Community) 


Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: 

Fr. Jack Birdsall, Gordon 
Bryant, Joe Creek, Brenda 
Czmowski, Don Snyder, Don 
Konechne, Jim Kramer, 
Sharon Long, Fr. Mark 
McCormick, Don Norman, 
Joni Osnes, Mary Ann 
Pulaski, Mike Sobraske, Lois 
Thury, and Jim Wranek 
Repose: 

Jack Smith 


Collection Report 

August 8 & 9 

Loose.$ 1414.80 

Envelopes.1832.00 

Votive.3.00 

Student.30.06 

Adopt a Seminarian.150.00 

Mass Intentions.10.00 

Other.437.38 

Total.$ 3850.24 


Mass Ministry Schedule 


August 22 & 23 

5:00 pm 

9:00 am j 

| 6:00 pm 

Bread Baker 

Lori Ehresmann 

Coffee Hour: Karen 8 

s Wes Mendehall 

Altar Servers 

Hannah Ehresmann 
Elijah Ehresmann 
Curt Mahaffy 

Matthew Van Asma 
Christian Weaver 
Andrew Corbine 

Gina Czmowski 

Aric Dyczek 

Taylor Thies 

Precious Body 

John Osnes 

John Osnes 

John Osnes 

Precious Blood 

Joni Osnes 

Jim Scherr 

Barb Scherr 

Judy Wilson 

Dennis Fischer 

Jim Hoag 

Marty Quinn 

Betsy Van Asma 

Michelle Bucholz 

Diane Clarke 

Brenda Czmowski 

Katie Strand 

Lectors 

John Usera 

Bernadette Usera 

Pat Suiter 

Bob Weaver 

Tamara Dyczek 

Nikki Dyczek 

Sacristans 

Craig 8s Cindy 
Thompson 

Marc & Brenda 
Jacobs 

Brad & Tanya 
McCaskell 

Ushers 

Pat Clark 

Joyce Clark 

Mike Keller 

Joan Wilson 

Becky Wentz 

Ken Wentz 

Choir 

OLBH Choir 

Regina’s Minstrels 

The Covenant 


Ministry Fair! 

This year our Ministry Fair will be held 
on September 12 th & 13 th in the Parish 
Hall downstairs. You will have an 
opportunity to meet representatives of 
the 40 some ministries active at Our 
Lady of the Black Hills. The Knights of 
Columbus will also be having a pancake 
breakfast on Sunday morning, so come 
and enjoy breakfast too. Further 
information will follow. 


Ministry ft j r 
























OL13H Parish News 

The Gift of Talking 

If you are in high school and like to talk, maybe 
you have the gift of lectoring! We would love to 
have high school youth lector during any of the 
weekend liturgies. There will be lector training for 
you following the 6:00 p.m. Mass on Sunday, 
August 30 th . Please call or email the office to sign 
up! 

Middle and High School Weekly 
Gatherings Start Soon! 

Edge (middle school youth) and Life Teen (high 
school youth) starts Sunday, September 27 th at 
4:00 pm, with Mass following at 6:00 pm. For 
more information to register or help, please 
contact Teresa Thompson, 787-5168. 

Is God Speaking To You! 

Do you have that voice from within always telling 
you that you should try something new or do you 
feel that you want to help out someway but just 
don’t know how? There are many opportunities at 
Our Lady of the Black Hills for you. We are 
always looking for help with our faith formation 
programs and I have put a table in the Gathering 
Area with a variety of signup sheets ways you 
could help. In fact, our ministry relies on people 
like you to make the Youth Ministry and 
Gatherings of Grace successful! Please take a 
look at the table and if you have a talent or ideas 
in how you can help and don’t see it on the table, 
give me a call! I would love to hear from you! 
-Teresa Thompson 

YES - Youth Engaging Scripture Hosted 
by Our Lady of the Black Hills 

The Diocese of Rapid City has invited Saint Mary’s 
Press to present a diocesan-wide, one-day “YES!” 
Congress on the Bible to train teams of teen peer 
leaders and their adult mentor. Catholic teens 
want to know how the Bible relates to their lives. 
“YES!” is a simple process of reading, reflecting, 
and acting, and it aims to transform young 
people’s lives for life. If you are in high school and 
are interested in attending this workshop, please 
call Teresa Thompson at 787-5168. 

Attention College Students and Parents 

We will be having a sending forth blessing for all 
college students, next weekend, August 22 nd & 
23 rd , at all the Masses. Please come and receive 
your blessing before you head off to college. 

Contemporary Church Musician Needed 

The Covenant band is looking for a guitarist for 
most Sunday Evening, 6:00 Masses starting this 
fall. Guitarist must be adept at reading 
contemporary chord changes, rote learning and 
using a capo. By audition and interview. Please 
call the Our Lady of the Black Hills parish office at 
787-5168, and leave your name and number for 
Lorraine Ptacek, contact person. 


OLBH Parish News Continued... 

Craft Materials Needed 

The Youth Office would appreciate the donation of metal lids 
that come off of juice concentrate containers. We will be using 
them for the Edge 8s Life Teen Kick-Off night. Please bring them 
clean (without the juice) to the parish office. Thank you! Teresa 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Parish Feast Day: The Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 
Bring the family, bring a potluck dish, bring a lawn chair and 
let’s Celebrate! Tuesday, September 8 th starting with Mass at 
5:30 pm followed by a potluck dinner with fun activities for the 
kids. We will then end the festivities with a living Rosary. 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Feast Day - September 8th 

Mary's Birthday Cake 

Make a birthday cake for the Blessed Virgin Maiy. A white layer 
cake or angel food cake would be appropriate, with white icing 
and blue icing for trim (white is a symbol of purity; blue 
symbolizes fidelity, and is a color especially used for Mary). We 
suggest letting the children help with the decorations, if 
possible. If you have a small statue of Mary, it could be placed in 
the center of the cake, which can be surrounded by 10 candles, 
one for each "Hail Mary" prayer in a decade of the Rosaiy. (If you 
don't have a little statue, you can write Mary's name on the cake 
in blue icing.) 

At the end of the evening meal, each child could take turns 
lighting the 10 candles as the whole family prays together a "Hail 
Mary" for each candle, ending with the Lord's Prayer. 

If the children are too young to light candles, mother could light 
the candles, and then the adults could pray one Hail Mary at the 
end, just before the cake is cut. After eating the birthday cake, 
the prayer below could be said (this prayer, the concluding 
prayer from "Matins" of the Divine Office, could also be said with 
the children at bedtime). 

Lord God, 

the day of our salvation dawned 
when the Blessed Virgin gave birth to your Son. 

As we celebrate her nativity 
grant us your grace and your peace. 

Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

A Prayer Before Meals 

If your family doesn't say the Angelus regularly before the 
evening meal, this would be a good day to introduce it. (Then say 
it on all Feasts of Mary and every day during the penitential 
seasons of Advent and Lent.) 

Pray the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

School-aged children could begin to learn the traditional Litany 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A good time to say the litany together 
might be after homework is finished in the evening, just before 
bedtime. A litany is an ancient form of prayer read or chanted by 
a group, with a leader saying the versicles, and the rest of the 
group saying the responses. 




Diocesan/Area News 

Christian Family Planning 

The next Christian Family Planning Seminar will 
be offered by the Natural Family Planning Ministry 
on Saturday, August 22 nd at St. John the Baptist 
Church in Custer. This seminar is a requirement 
for engaged couples getting married in the Diocese 
of Rapid City. Married couples, or anyone who 
wants to learn more about Natural Family 
Planning, are encouraged to attend. For more 
information, or to register, call Jill or Kathy at 
Family Life Ministries at 605.343.3541. 

Looking for a unique way to serve the 
diocese? 

Family Life Ministries is recruiting married 
couples to serve in the Natural Family Planning 
Ministry. Join a team of volunteers who assist 
with the Christian Family Planning Seminars for 
couples planning to marry in our diocese. For 
more information, contact Jill at Family Life 
Ministries at 605-343-3541 or islegneri@diorc.org . 

Encountering Life Alone 

Beginning Experience® Level 1 Separated & 
Divorced Support Group, “Encountering Life 
Alone” Are you recently separated or divorced? 
Are you struggling with the pain and loneliness? 
Healing can begin with the next the nine-week 
session of the support group. The group starts at 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 10 th at St. 
Therese the Little Flower Church in Rapid City. 
The group is non-denominational and open to all 
Christian men and women who are hurting due to 
separation or divorce. Pre-registration is 
requested! Registration fee is $25.00; need-based 
scholarships available. For more information and 
to pre-register, call Jill at Family Life Ministries, 
605-343-3541. 

Heal Your Grief 

This Bereavement Support Group is an eight-week 
non-denominational support group for anyone 
grieving the loss of a loved one. The group begins 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 28 th at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd., 
Rapid City. Please come early to register! For 
information or to pre-register call Janece Rieman, 
605-343-5547 or Family Life Ministries, 605-343- 
3541. 

Gentlemen, mark your calendar! 

The 2009 Diocesan Men’s Retreat has been 
rescheduled at Storm Mountain Center, October 
9-11, 2009! If you were unable to attend the 
retreat, originally planned for March, here’s your 
chance! Join Msgr. William O’Connell for this 
year’s retreat, “Walk with Jesus”. Retreatants will 
reflect on those who walked with Jesus and what 
they have to teach us as we walk with him today. 
Pre-registration required! Registration fee: $100. 
Registration Deadline: Friday, October 2 nd ! Need- 
based scholarships are available. For more 
information, contact Jill or Kathy at Family Life 
Ministries, 605-343-3541. 


Ladies, mark your calendar! 

Annual Diocesan Women’s Retreat - October 23-25, 2009. This 
year’s retreat, “Biblical Women - Guides to the Kingdom of God”, 
will be held at Outlaw Ranch, Custer, SD and directed by Fr. 
Mark McCormick. Watch your bulletin for more information or 
call Family Life Ministries, 605-343-3541. 

Common Sense Parenting Class 

Thursday, September 10 th , will be the first meeting for a new 
Common Sense Parenting six week class. The course offers 
parents practical ideas and techniques for raising happy, well- 
adjusted children. For care-givers (parents, grandparents, step¬ 
parents, significant others) of children ages five and up, it 
focuses on the parent/child relationship and stresses the 
important role care givers play as guides to their children. The 
classes will meet from 6:00-8:00 pm at 1 st Presbyterian Church, 
710 Kansas City St., Rapid City. Optional free meal provided at 
5:30. Free child care from infant on up and adventure group for 
pre-teens/teens. For more information, or to register, call 
Catholic Social Services 1-800-727-2401 or 348-6086. To 
inquire via email send questions to: css@rapidnet.com . 

Did You Know? 

An Autumn Message About Child Protection 

Autumn means back to school for children and back to work for 
those who have been on vacation. Amidst the hustle and bustle 
of this season, it is important to keep children and young people 
safe. Safe environment programs have been established in 
parishes throughout the diocese. These programs help ensure 
the safety of children and young people who participate in parish 
activities and events. The director of the diocesan Safe 
Environment program is Linda Sevems. She can be contacted at 
605.343.3541. 


Plan Family Time 

With back to school and all the hustle and bustle, fast 
approaching, families should plan to spend time together. There 
are many ways that you can spend time together on a budget. 
These ideas will help to make your family time more fun and 
adventurous without breaking your wallet. 

Go to the park - it’s a vast area and great for exercise. If you are 
looking for a little more fun, you can always invite some friends 
or another family for a small picnic with hot dogs and burgers. 
Movie Night In - Pick a night that you can all sit down with a 
bowl of popcorn and the latest movie out that everyone wants to 
see. Movie night is great because you can rent a couple of 
movies and watch them from the comfort of your own home 
without having to spend a lot of money. 

Cook together - this is a great way for children to learn and to 
also be able to spend time with one another. Give everyone in 
the family their own duty; team up adults or older children with 
younger ones. This gives you time to talk about the happenings 
of that week. Cooking doesn't have to seem like a chore, it can 
be a fun learning experience that the entire family can enjoy. 
The best part is when you all sit down to eat the wonderful meal 
that you have all created together. 

Board Games - the best part about board games is that you can 
do them anywhere and especially at home with your family. 
There are many types of board games for nearly all ages and 
some as young as three years old. Most board games can be 
played with up to six to eight players which is perfect for a large 
family. Look at second hand stores or garage sales for board 
games, they are usually in very good condition and will cost you 
very little. 






